
 
May 3, 2018 

 
Dear Norfeldt Families, 

 
I hope you have been able to enjoy the beautiful sunshine! Mrs. Wendehack and I were able to eat lunch 
outside with students this week and it was such a treat! Hopefully you received the district school survey in  
your email box this week. Your feedback is very important to us and the deadline to respond is Friday, May 
11th. 

 
Every year our staff picks at least one area of focus from the district parent survey to pay special attention. 
This year, we focused on the question, "Students in my child's school respect each other's differences (such 
as, gender, race, culture, disability, sexual orientation, learning differences, etc.)." We implemented many 
action steps to support students in respecting and appreciating differences in one another.  

 
Some of the action steps include: 

 Implementing mindfulness strategies in the classroom (utilizing lessons and strategies from the 
MindUp curriculum and Calm Classroom) 

 Teaching social emotional learning through implementation of the Second Step Curriculum 
 Read alouds about diversity 
 Unified Recess 
 Unified Sports 
 Increasing the amount of diverse books in our classroom libraries 
 Encouraging the use of the Buddy Bench at recess 
 Creating Norfeldt Cross Grade Level Families 
 Continuing to implement Norfeldt Buddy Classes 
 Providing opportunities for students to share and celebrate differences 
 Teaching Cultural Awareness lessons 
 Presenting PEP Rallies on celebrating differences and gratitude 
 Recognizing various days such as Human Rights Day, Autism Awareness Day, and Down Syndrome 

Awareness Day 
 Recognizing Black History Month & Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
 Staff training and professional development on how to best support students who have experienced 

trauma 
 JusTme assembly and Step Afrika assembly 

 Offering parent meetings including Cultural Competence, Diverse Books, Supporting Children in 
Accepting Differences, and Parent Conversations Discussing Equity and Diversity (May 10th) 

 Inviting parents to participate in the Native Read Aloud program 

 Staff video of reading aloud The Great Big Book of Families  

 
Hopefully your child has shared some of these learning experiences with you at home! As a school, we will 
continue to make respecting differences one of our initiatives. As always, I would love to hear your feedback 
about how we are doing. 

 
Your partner in education, 

 
Jen Derick 

 
 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS                   
 
Thursday 5/3 
Spring Book Fair continues 
Leisure Svcs, Morning Club (Grds 2 & 3)-Floor Hockey, 7:30AM 
Grade 5 Band, 7:45AM Auditorium 
Norfeldt NEWS is published 
Hobby Quest- Magic, Art Room- 3:20PM 
Art Show Opening, 5:00PM 
 
Friday 5/4 
Spring Book Fair concludes 
Grade 4 Band, 7:30AM 
Special Persons Day 
Student Council Spirit Day- Fancy Day! 
    

Monday 5/7 
Educator Appreciation Week Begins 
Grade 4 Orchestra, 7:45AM Auditorium 
Mad Science, Art Room- 3:20PM 
Student Council Meeting, 3:20PM  
 
Tuesday 5/8 
National Teacher Appreciation Day 
Grade 5 Orchestra, 7:45AM, Auditorium 
Hobby Quest- Airplanes, Art Room, 3:20PM 
 
Wednesday 5/9 
National School Nurse Appreciation Day 
Grade 4 & 5 Choir, 7:45AM Auditorium 
Spring Concert, 9:30AM & 7:00PM 
 
Thursday 5/10 
Hobby Quest- Magic, Art Room- 3:20PM 
 
Monday 5/14 
Leisure Svcs, Morning Club (Grds 4 & 5)-Floor Hockey, 7:30AM (make up date) 
Kindergarten Field Trip to the Hillstead Museum, 8:45AM 
Wingmasters visits Grade 3, Auditorium, 8:45AM 
Mad Science, Art Room- 3:20PM 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday 5/15 
Grade 4 Field Trip to Hammonassett, 8:45AM 
Hobby Quest- Airplanes, Art Room- 3:20PM 
Ramadan (Islam) begins at sunset 
BOE Meeting, Town Hall, 7:00PM 
 
Thursday 5/17 
Field Day, Rain or Shine! 
Norfeldt NEWS is published 
Hobby Quest- Magic, Art Room- 3:20PM 
Kindergarten Night at the Museum, by appointment 
 
Friday 5/18 
Inter-El Tour Day 
Inter-El Band performance, 2:30PM  
 
 
 
 

For more Norfeldt calendar information please visit 
http://norfeldt.whps.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When is the last day of school? 
Wednesday June 20th, 2:00PM DISMISSAL 

 
 

 

http://norfeldt.whps.org/


Curriculum Corner 

Norfeldt School 
 
 

Spring has finally sprung!  With that, we turn our 
attention outside to awaken our Norfeldt Garden. 
 This year, thanks to a West Hartford Foundation 
Grant, we will be installing two VegTrug raised 

gardens in our Norfeldt Garden.  The raised 
gardens will allow students of all ages to stand or 
wheel up to the elevated garden and participate in 
meaningful, hands-on learning opportunities in the 

school garden setting.  Among other things, 
students will have an opportunity to plant, water, 

observe plant growth, and harvest plants. 
Specifically, the VegTrug will allow students in 
grades K- 5 to participate in science and math 

related experiences in the garden.  It’s V shape 
makes efficient use of space and allows for 

wheelchair accessibility.  As a result, all students 
will be able to participate in gardening experiences 

that enhance their learning. Many thanks to our 
volunteers that assist us in preparing and 
maintaining our Norfeldt Garden this year. 

 

Mrs. Michelle Wendehack 

Curriculum Specialist 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Michelle Lacroix for 

becoming a finalist for the West Hartford 
Public Schools Teacher of the Year. She and 

two other finalists were honored at the May 1st 
Board of Education Meeting.  We are so proud 

of her and all that she does to support 
students, staff, and families at Norfeldt School.  

The official announcement of the West 
Hartford Public Schools Teacher of the Year will 

be Thursday, May 31st. 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

You’re Invited! 
 

What: Norfeldt Elementary School Visual Arts Show  

When: 5/3/18,  5-7PM Where: Norfeldt Elementary School gym & beyond 

 

 

Come enjoy the creative talents of your children 

 

Artists featured above: 
Olivia G k, James C. 1st, Charles D. 2nd, Jaslynn R. 3rd, Krish P 4th & Jude N. 5th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Congratulations to Jayden F. whose artwork has 

been selected to be reproduced on a banner for 

our town!  The banner will be displayed during 

Celebrate West Hartford in June and throughout 

summer 2018. 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you to 5th graders 

Raychelle and Lily who recently donated 

$125 to Norfeldt School by making and 

selling homemade slime. 
 

 

 

 

 

PTO Friday 'Fin'formation! 

Looking for PTO news you can use?  Be sure to look 

in your inbox on Friday afternoons for the PTO 

newsletter… Friday ‘Fin’formation! 

 

 

 

Rethinking School Start Time Committee – 
UPDATE! 

New Dates: Stakeholder Surveys/Family 
Information Night 

 
The Rethinking School Start Time (RSST) Committee 
which consists of a group of volunteer parents, 
students, teachers and administrators, is studying the 
issue of changing school start times. At the request of 
the Board of Education, the committee is examining the 
impact a change will have on all aspects of the 
educational program.  
 
One important aspect of the committee’s work is to gather 
information from stakeholders. To that end, the 
committee will issue a survey for parents, teachers, and 
secondary school students. Originally, the committee 
planned to administer the surveys in February and March. 
The committee has secured the services of the Hanover 
Research Group to support the creation of a survey 
personalized to West Hartford’s needs. Hanover will 
administer the survey and work with the RSST Committee 
to analyze the results. The new survey window is May 1-
May 15. A Family Information Night will held at 7:00 p.m. 
on May 3 in the auditorium at Town Hall, 50 South Main 
Street.  

 

The survey and family information night are two ways 

for stakeholders to communicate their questions, 

comments and concerns about this important issue. If 

you prefer to use email, please direct any comments to 

RSST@whps.org. You are always welcome to attend a 

Board of Education meeting and address the Board of 

Education members in person during the public 

comment portion of the meeting. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Norfeldt School’s  

Special Persons’ Day! 

 
This is an opportunity for our students to share a 

part of their school day with a special adult. 
 

Please join us on Friday, May 4th  

 

8:40 a.m.-9:00 a.m. 
Breakfast for the visitors of students in grades 

K-2 

 
9:00 a.m.-9:45 a.m. 

Classroom visits for Grades K-2 

 

9:25 a.m.-9:45 a.m. 
Breakfast for the visitors of students in grades 

3-5 

 
9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 

Classroom visits for Grades 3-5 

 

We look forward to having all of our  
special guests join us! 

 
Please note: Staff will park in the back of the school 

so both parking lots will be open for our guests. 
  

In addition, guests may park in our driveway off of 
Barksdale Road and in the circle off of Day Road 

AFTER 8:45 a.m. 
 

Please be sure guests know the student’s 
teacher’s name. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P.E. Notes  
 

Floor Hockey is the last morning activity!  
Please note a calendar change! Due to the 

delayed opening on Monday, April 16th,   the 
last session for grades 4 & 5 will now be 

Monday, May 14th.  May 7th cannot be used 
because the art show will still be in the gym. 
This Thursday, May 3rd will be the last session 

for grades 2 & 3.   Thank you to everyone who 
participated!  We hope you enjoyed yourself 
and consider participating again next year. 

 
Please be sure to visit the P.E. website on 

the Norfeldt school webpage! 
 

Mrs. Kathy Sweetland and Mr. Pete Gustafson 
Physical Education Teachers 

 
 

 

 

You are invited to join us for a brief 
Memorial Day Ceremony in front of the 
school on Friday, May 25th at 2:15PM. 

Wear your red, white and blue colors! In the 
event of rain, the ceremony will be held in 

the gym. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 
The Norfeldt spring concert is fast 

approaching.  On Wednesday, May 9th the 

fourth and fifth grade orchestras and bands, 
encore strings, jazz band, and 4th & 5th grade 

choir will perform.  There will be a morning 
performance for staff and students, as well 

as an evening performance at 7:00 for 

family and friends.  At the conclusion of the 
evening concert, TCBY will be in the library 

selling frozen yogurt! 
  

 Concert dress is black bottoms and 

white shirt/blouse. 
 For the evening concert, doors to the 

school will open at 6:30, which is 
when the students are supposed to 
go to their pre-concert holding 

places. 
 A letter will be coming home with each 

performer – please read carefully for 
all details about that day. 

 The WHPS Art Department 
supports the West Hartford Food 
Bank by collecting nonperishable 

food items at all school concerts.  
Please bring a food item with 

you to the concert – the town 
thanks you! 

  

We can’t wait to share the results of your 
child’s commitment to music, hard work, and 

your early morning carpools! 
 

Ms. Lisa Besman & Mr. Tony Rinaudo 

Vocal and Instrumental Music Teachers 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 West Hartford Special   
             Education PTO 

              May 2018 Events 

   
  
Friday, May 4 @ 9:30am 
Coffee & Conversation 
Come join some members of SEPTO for a casual get 
together to meet other people in town. Sit down, 
grab a cup of coffee or a bite to eat and mingle 
with other parents, caregivers or family members 
of children receiving special education services in 
West Hartford.  LOCATION: Panera, Bishops Corner 
  
Saturday, May 19 @ 7-9:30pm 
“Silent” Spring Fling Dance 
Join us at The Underground on Saturday, May 19th 

from 7 to 9:30 for an all-inclusive dance party 
experience designed specifically for individuals 
with sensory sensitivities.  The DJ will spin  dance 
favorites through wireless Bluetooth headphones 
allowing attendees to control their own volume 
levels.  All students (typical and non-typical) 10 
years of age and older are invited to attend. 
Tickets are $5 each for students. Tickets available 
online now at http://bit.ly/silentspringfling 

Parents are strongly encouraged to attend for free and a 
parent lounge is provided for families to relax and connect 
with other members of their community during the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/silentspringfling






NEWSPAPER 

COLLECTION! 

 
WHAT:  Student Council is collecting newspapers  

WHY: To line Norfeldt’s garden beds! 
 

DID YOU KNOW….Newspaper is a simple, cheap and perfectly safe way to prevent weeds in natural areas, flower 

beds or even a vegetable garden. Once you have read it, you can recycle it to line garden beds and help to get rid of 

pesky weeds without using potentially toxic chemicals. Like the black landscape fabric you may be used to seeing, a 

layer of newspapers will keep sunlight from reaching young weeds waiting to emerge. Newspapers also encourage 

earthworm activity, which makes the soil better in the process. As the worms break down the paper, their waste 

provides fertilizer for the soil and their tunnels help to provide beneficial oxygen! 

 

WHEN: Monday, May 2nd - Friday, May 11th  
 

WHERE: Send your newspapers to Mrs. Bliss’s room,  

          Room 111                                       
 

Thank You!                

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



  

  





 
 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                                        



 



   
 



 

 


