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During our inquiry on siblings, we learned that the research on 
birth order is mixed. We wanted to show that each sibling 
relationship is different. Many other factors influence sibling 
relationships besides birth order. We interviewed 8 different people 
about what their lives were like growing up in different types of 
families. As you read their stories, think about: 

● What are the differences between each family?
● What are some similarities between each family? 
● How do these stories, compare to YOUR own sibling story?  

Introduction



Life as an Only Child: Diana Coyne
Myth: People usually think that only 
children are spoiled.

Myth Buster: “When  I was growing 
up I didn’t take things for granted, I 
always appreciated what my 
parents or other people gave me.”

Pro: “I like having no siblings 
because I get more attention and 
more opportunities to go on 
vacations.”

Con:  “When I was little, sometimes 
I had no one to play with and that 
caused boredom.”

Favorite Memory: “When I 
was graduating college, my 
parents took me on a cruise 
to Europe.  I don’t think we 
would’ve been able to do 
that if I had siblings.”

Influence Throughout Life:
“My parents will always be 
there to support me.”
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Right: Ms. Coyne and her cousin were very 
close growing up. Here’s a picture of them at 
the beach with their dads. 

Left: Ms. Coyne and her family on vacation 
in Hawaii.



             Life as a Sibling in Another Country: JingJing Wu                              
Myth: Everywhere in the 
world you’re allowed to 
have multiple kids.
Myth Buster: “In China there 
is a one child policy, so my 
parents had to pay over 
1,500 dollars for my sister.”

Pro:  “You get a faithful partner and good 
company. In China, we have a saying: Blood is 
thicker than water. The relationship is there, 
you don't need to make lots of effort to earn 
it like friendship.”
Con: “You have to share everything with your 
sibling. And you have the responsibility to 
take care of each other. It’s also very 
expensive to have more than 1 child in a 
family.” 

Favorite Memory:  “When I 
was really sick and couldn’t 
control my hand, I was 
holding my sister's hand- I 
was actually hurting her, 
but she didn’t say anything, 
because she knew I wasn’t 
doing it on purpose.”

Influence Throughout 
Life: “Since I have 
lived in many 
different places, my 
perspective of each 
place has changed.”
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 Right: The “baby” photo is the only 
picture that Ms. Wu and her sister  had 
as little girls.

Left: This picture is of Mrs. Wu and her 
sister before she left America.



Life as a Sibling in Another Country: Waheeda Mohamed
Myth: People with more than 

one child usually need big 

houses.

Myth Buster: A lot of people live 

in poor countries with small 

houses and huts with their 

siblings. 

Favorite Memory:  “We made 

our own piggy banks and my 

brother made a hole in the 

bottom of my piggy bank and 

took my coins.”

 

Influence Throughout Life: 
“My brother and I taught 

each other not to hold 

grudges.”

Pro: “My brother helps me with 
small things, like cleaning the 
house.”

Con: “We would argue about little 
things, but that’s it.”
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This  is Mrs. Mohamed and her older 
brother. There isn’t a picture of them 
when they were little because her 
family didn’t have a camera. 



Life as a Mom with Twins: Barbara Carpenter

Myth: A lot of people think that 
twins are identical, but there is 
always something that makes them 
different.

Myth Buster: “The twins have 
features to tell them apart.”

Pro: “I will have two kids to take 
care of me when I get old.”

Con: “When they were born, I had 
double the work to get them ready 
to go out.”

Favorite Memory: “When the 
twins were born, I was sick so I 
couldn’t hold them. So the 
doctors held them up through 
the nursery glass.”

Influence Throughout Life: 
“To not change your kids’ 
personalities-- to let them be 
who they want to be.”
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The “Carpenter” Twins over the 
years!



Life as a Mom with Triplets: Ellien Laramee-Byers 
Myth: “It’s three times as hard 
to raise multiples than a 
singleton.”

Myth Buster: “I can get them 
ready in 20-45 minutes, or 
maybe longer if it’s first thing in 
the morning.”

Pro: “The triplets will 
always have each other.”

Con: “It’s hard to take the 
triplets out in public.”

Favorite Memory: “Sometimes 
my husband and I take one 
triplet out for Mommy/Daddy 
dates to do something that they 
like.”

Influence Throughout Life: 
“Since they’re multiples, they 
were a little late to hit some 
milestones, but they will 
always have each other.”
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Left: Clementine

Center: Gideon

Right: Marigold



Life as a Sibling in Another Country: Monste Rich 
 Myth: “The oldest child gets 
more attention and is 
treated differently.”

Myth Buster: “My parents 
had the same high 
expectations for me and my 
sisters”

Pro: “ I had a lot of time 
with my siblings outside 
the house.”

Con: “I had less time to be 
alone and relax.”

Favorite Memory: “When I 
went to the Cirque du Soleil 
with my family, and it was 
a blast. I took a lot of 
pictures with my family.”

Influence Throughout Life: “My 
family always did things 
together, and living in a place 
where it wasn’t wealthy was 
sometimes a struggle, but we 
still had fun.”
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Left: Senora Rich was the 
oldest of three girls!

Right: Here they are all grown 
up.



Life as a Sibling in a Large Family: Kate Jerram.
Myth: “Kids in larger families 
have to fight for attention.”

Myth Buster: “Growing up in a 
family of five siblings, we didn’t 
have to fight for attention from 
grown-ups, we all enjoyed time 
playing outside together.”

Pro: “My older sister helped 
tutor me with my class work.”

Con:  “My siblings teased each 
other and fought a lot.”

Favorite Memory: “Once, my 
parents went away for 
Thanksgiving and my older sister 
was left in charge. So she cooked a 
turkey but then she didn’t cook it 
long enough and almost gave us a 
case of salmonella. Fortunately, 
we didn’t eat the turkey!”
 
 
Influence Throughout Life: “My 
sister helped me build bravery 
and helped me not to be shy 
anymore.”
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Left: Mrs.Jerram had 
four other siblings.

Right: That’s what Mrs. 
Jerram looked like when 
she was a kid.



Life In a Blended Family: Emily McMurray
Myth: “Step siblings fight 
all the time, and they 
don’t like each other.”

Myth Buster: “I am really 
close with my step 
siblings.”

Pro: “I had lots of 
siblings to bond with.”

Con: “My step siblings 
got to stay up later 
and they got to watch 
higher rated movies.”

Favorite Memory: “Our 
first summer that we 
were blended, we 
went on a 3 week 
camping trip. And 
there was a lot of 
fighting.”

Influence Throughout Life:  
“Distance was an influence 
because my mom got 
divorced from my step dad 
when I was in college. But I 
am still close to my step dad 
and my step brother.” 
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Left: Ms. McMurray was part 
of a blended family and has 
kids in a blended family now.

Right: Here’s a photo of her 
at her step brother’s 
wedding, when she was 
younger.


