
Dear COIA Families: 
 
In a few weeks our 5th grade students will be visiting the United Nations (UN) in New York City 
as part of grant received from the Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools. During the trip, 
they will learn about this essential international organization and the role it plays in 
peacekeeping. The students will also have the chance to see the General Assembly Hall and 
other chambers where the United Nations committees meet regularly.  
 
Peace is a central theme in our school this year and we take advantage of every opportunity we 
have to talk and discuss it with our students at Charter Oak. We hope that the visit to the UN 
becomes a tradition in our school as we continue to work to make sure that our students are 
internationally minded and know and understand key issues in the complex and fascinating 
world we live. 
 
Our dialogue on peace, sustainability and community is a constant at Charter Oak. We are 
proud of our ongoing conversations with our students on these topics at every chance we have 
to come together and reflect. Just to mention a few this month: The Community Open House 
that opened the school to the community to show how we use our new space; the Ice-cream 
Social that brought together our families and staff on a beautiful September evening; our Star 
Assemblies, where we recognize students for their commitment to learning and exemplary 
citizenship.  
 
We are rapidly heading to the holiday season and is important to remind each other of  the 
importance of healthy eating and food practices. As you know, West Hartford Public Schools 
instituted  a practice of peanut/nut free classrooms. Any food sent in for your child’s snack or for 
a teacher-approved classroom celebration or learning activity must be peanut/nut free. But there 
are other food allergies, such as dairy and egg that are not as easily avoided. As such, and in 
the interest of providing a healthy environment for our children, non-food items are used for 
reward or celebration. Please check with your child’s teacher to determine appropriate options, 
particularly in classrooms where highly allergic reactions are to be considered. 
 
If you choose to recognize your child’s birthday in school, please arrange a time that works for 
his or her classroom teacher.  Your child’s teacher will share with you suggestions for how to 
recognize a birthday. Parents must communicate with classroom teacher in advance if they 
want their child’s birthday to be recognized in school. 
 
Finally, thank you very much for your patience regarding the parking situation. We truly 
appreciate your cooperation. We are expecting our parking to be complete at the beginning of 
November. Families who need to park for drop off and pick up please use the designated areas 
along Oakwood and Sidney Avenues. There is also parking available at the Home Depot and on 
the grass lot on Price Blvd. Please avoid parking in the private driveways near school. 
 
My best wishes to all for a wonderful fall and thank you for your partnership and for making 
Charter Oak such a wonderful place for our students.  

 
Juan Melián 
Principal 


