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Around the World through Poetry 

Unit 1 

 

Transdisciplinary Theme:  

How We Express Ourselves – the ways in which we reflect on, extend 

and enjoy our creativity 
 

Central Idea:  

Poetry reflects culture and self. 

A study into (lines of inquiry): 

 Structure of poems from around the world (form)  

 Culture influences poetry (causation)  

 Students write to express themselves (reflection)  
 

Background:  

Students will inquire into different genres of poetry, and investigate 

the elements of poems. Then, they will develop a working definition of 

poetry.  They will look at the origins of poems from around the world, 

and how they reflect cultural influences. Finally, they will use their 

knowledge to create poems expressing their own thoughts & feelings. 
 

Student Final Project:  

Students will express a sense of self through their poetry by using 

specific word choice and clarity of expression. They will visually 

represent their poems using a variety of art forms and media.  
 

Technology Tie-In: 

During this unit, students will use poetry websites, and publish their 

poems using Google Docs or Book Creator.  
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Classroom Events: 

Published Author and retired West Hartford Public Schools educator, Rick 

Labadia, will work with students to create poems with visual representations.  

Students will also videoconference with published poet Kenn Nesbitt and 

collaborate to create their own poem. 
 

Learner Profiles & Attitudes:  

Taking a risk involves “putting yourself out there.” When students write personal 

poetry, they take a risk in sharing their thoughts & feelings. They will 

independently edit and revise their work to achieve clarity, and display confidence 

when performing their poems. Students will be open-minded in listening to the 

poems of their peers, understanding and appreciating the diversity in their cultural 

backgrounds. They will be tolerant of ideas that are different than their own as 

they collaborate with their classmates to review and critique each other’s work.  
 

Key Concepts: 

During this unit, students will study the form of poetry. They will inquire about and 

discover the elements (word choice, patterns, rhythm, rhyming, stanzas, etc.). 

They will also look at different genres of poetry from around the world. While 

investigating poetry, students will look at the cultural causes of poetry: What 

influenced the poet? What was the origin of the poem? As they study cultural 

influence, they will reflect on what they know about themselves, and bring their 

own perspectives to their personal poems.  
 

Approaches to Learning: 

Throughout the unit, students will use their thinking skills as they analyze poems 

from around the world, grasp the meaning of the poems, and apply what they’ve 

learned to poems of their own. Students will use their communication skills when 

they listen to each other read, and have conversations about poems. They will use 

rich vocabulary in their poems, and speak clearly and with expression while reading 

their personal poetry. 
 

TRY THIS! 
 Find any item around the house. Think about its form, function, and how it’s connected to other 

things. Does it change? Once you’ve thought about it – compile a list of words & phrases that 

describe the object. Then, write a poem about the object. 

 Write little poems to family members telling them how you feel about them – or what you appreciate. 

Put them in different places so the other person will discover them: in a lunch box; on a pillow; 

tucked in a book; etc. 

 Have a family “mic” night. Everyone choose a favorite poem. Practice reading it with expression. Then 

get out a snack and listen while family members recite their poems.  

 You can even turn it into a “Poetry Idol” competition.  
 Websites: http://play.magneticpoetry.com/poem/Kids/kit/ 

http://play.magneticpoetry.com/poem/Kids/kit/
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Parents: please fill out any that apply and return to your child’s teacher. 
 

My child is displaying the learner profiles from his/her IB unit              

(risk-taker, open-minded). Here are some examples: 
 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

Here is how my child is showing the IB attitudes                                                     

(confidence, independence, tolerance, appreciation): 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

My child has been demonstrating the approaches to learning 

(communication, thinking) by: 
 
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

My child has taken action (additional investigations, trying to make a 

difference, reading more about the subject, doing an independent project, 

teaching others, etc.) regarding this unit. Here’s how: 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________  
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