
Dear Charter Oak Families: 

 

Last week was Conference Week which in our case means student-led conferences. For those 

who had the opportunity to attend, our sincere gratitude for your presence and for supporting 

your children and their teachers during this remarkable event. 

 

I often say that the actual conference is only the tip of the iceberg of a much larger process. For 

days, our students prepare their conferences with their teachers and their peers engaging in deep 

reflection, set reasonable and appropriate goals, and practice communication and presentational 

skills. My hope is that you enjoyed seeing your children in action and that you obtained an 

accurate picture of where your sons and daughters are at this time of the year. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact me with your thoughts about your experience at conference time and about the 

format. Student-led conferences are a critical part of your children’s learning experience as IB 

learners so we are always looking for ways to improve them. 

 

As you know, the last day of conference week school was cancelled due to weather. We are 

already looking for ways to make up those conferences. I will be contacting you shortly with un 

update. 

 

March is well underway with plenty to pay attention to and engage in. Just to mention a few, 

during March we will have a chance to enjoy our traditional FRC-sponsored play, 4th graders 

will visit Auer Farm, our two Odyssey of the Mind teams will be competing at the State 

Tournament, 5th grade parents will have the opportunity to attend the 5th to 6th grade transition 

meetings to middle school, our entire West Hartford community is invited to come to Charter 

Oak for the Board of Education presentation on the 2017-2018 budget, and our 5th graders will 

be inspired by community professionals during their visit to the Charter Oak Career Day. 

 

Finally, I would like to invite all our parents to participate in the New Charter Oak building 

Forum on March 30th at 6:30 PM. We have already been in our new home for more than six 

months. Let’s get together as a community to discuss how we are doing! At the Forum, 

organized by the school and the Charter Oak PTO, we will be seeking input on a variety of 

topics, from the logistical aspects of the building, to ways to make it feel and look more 

international and welcoming. We would like to talk about how are families and staff are feeling 

in the new facility, how could we be using it better during school and community events and so 

much more. I look forward to seeing you at this event. 

 

Thank you, 

 
Juan Melián 

Principal  

 

  

 


