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Dear Charter Oak Families: 
 

Welcome back to our 2016-2017 school year! 
 

We cannot ask for a better start of the year!  Our students are already here and as Faith, one of our student speakers at the 
Opening Day Ceremony said, now the building is finished, “It is when students fill it with laughter, love, and knowledge...that will 
be when the school is complete.” 
 

Our children are doing a tremendous job exploring the new building and in some cases already giving us ideas on how to take 
advantage of the exciting opportunities it offers. Our wonderful staff is committed to supporting their interests, their questions, 
and their learning journey. 
 

This year I am particularly proud of our initial steps in having our students take action in one of the main topics of our world 
today: sustainability. Right from the first day, the entire school is making composting and recycling a top priority. Sustainability is 
a world issue and our students and staff, with the support of our parent community, are already taking action on the topic -- 
making their school experience relevant, as we strengthen a more internationally-minded approach to life. 
 

I would like to express our appreciation to all the parents and students for their critical contribution for a smooth start. Our 
children and families are already entering and exiting the building every day in a safe way. We are all getting familiarized with our 
beautiful school and we feel increasingly comfortable moving around. I am already smiling when I see some of our youngest 
showing their families around  inside the building -- telling them how to get to the cafeteria, the nurse, or the main office. Please 
make sure to remember that once the school day starts we lock our building. When you visit us, after 8:35,  remember to use the 
Office Entrance which is located on the west side, where the old building used to be. 
 

As quick update regarding parking and our library. We expect the parking lot to be completed in early November. Until then 
please continue to observe the guidelines we have shared with you in different communications. If you have any questions don’t 
hesitate to contact us. 
 

Our library is fully furnished with the exception of the new shelving.  All technology is in place, which allows our students and 
staff to access the many resources available online for research, reference, etc. Mrs. Cochrane, our Media Specialist has come 
up with a temporary plan to reduce the impact of not having complete collection of books. This plan includes using technology 
resources to support literacy and research skills, read alouds, and working with students to develop ways to use our new space 
creatively.  Books from our book room are also available for students to borrow without formally checking them out and our 
classroom libraries have a significant number of fiction and nonfiction books available to students.  We will be installing 
temporary shelving so regular circulation of books will not be delayed for much longer. Please stay tuned. 
 

Our sincere gratitude for your partnership and for entrusting us with your children. We are truly looking forward to a fantastic year 
and my personal commitment to you to make sure that your children, each of them, have a joyful, exciting, and meaningful 
school year. 
 

 

 
Juan Melián 

Principal  
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Queridas Familias de Charter Oak: 

 

¡Bienvenidos al nuevo año escolar 2016-2017! 
 

Realmente no podemos pedir más para el comienzo del año. Nuestros estudiantes ya están aquí y como 
dijo Faith, uno de nuestros estudiantes que hablaron en la Ceremonia de Apertura del Año Escolar, el 
edificio ahora está terminado: “Está terminado una vez que se llena de risas de niños, amor y 
conocimiento...ese es el momento en el que el edificio está completo”. 
 

 

Nuestros estudiantes están haciendo un trabajo impresionante explorando el nuevo edificio, en algunos 
casos dándonos ideas de cómo aprovechar todas las maravillosas oportunidades que ofrece. Nuestro 
fabuloso profesorado está comprometido en apoyar sus intereses, sus preguntas, y acompañarles en su 
viaje educativo. 
 

Este año, estoy particularmente orgulloso de los primeros pasos que estamos dando en ayudar a nuestros 
estudiantes a actuar en uno de los temas más importantes de nuestro tiempo, la idea de sostenibilidad. 
Desde el primer día del año escolar, toda la escuela se ha puesto como objetivo el reciclaje y la creación de 
compost. Sostenibilidad es un tema mundial de primer orden y nuestros estudiantes y personal, con la 
ayuda de la comunidad, están ya responsabilizándose conforme reforzamos nuestra idea de tener una 
visión internacional de la vida. 
 

Me gustaría expresar nuestro agradecimiento a todos los padres por su contribución fundamental en un 
comienzo del año fluido. Nuestros alumnos y nuestras familias ya entran y salen del edificio de una forma 
segura y ordenada. Nos vamos familiarizando con nuestra hermosa escuela y cada vez estamos más 
cómodos moviéndonos por el edificio. Ya sonrío cuando veo a nuestros pequeños guiando a sus padres 
dentro del edificio, diciéndoles dónde está la enfermera o la cafetería o la oficina. Por favor, recuerde que a 
las 8:35 cerramos nuestras puertas y la única entrada es la de la Oficina, en el lado donde estaba el viejo 
edificio. 
 

Un par de notas para ponerles al día sobre el estacionamiento y la biblioteca. El aparcamiento estará 
terminado a principios de noviembre. Hasta entonces por favor continúe siguiendo las directrices que 
hemos compartido con usted y no dude en llamarnos si tiene alguna pregunta. 
 

La biblioteca está completa con la excepción de las estanterías. Tenemos toda la tecnología disponible, que 
permite a nuestros estudiantes y profesores acceder a todos los recursos en la web para investigar, usar 
referencias, etc. Nuestra bibliotecaria ha creado un plan temporal para reducir el impacto de no tener 
circulación de libros. El plan incluye usar tecnología, hacer sesiones de lectura oral y trabajar con nuestros 
estudiantes para usar el nuevo espacio de forma creativa. Además, hemos puesto a disposición de todos 
libros de nuestro “book room” sin necesidad de sacarlos formalmente de la biblioteca y todas nuestros 
salones tienen una cantidad estimable de libros que los chicos pueden y deben usar. Si es necesario, 
estamos preparados para instalar estantes provisionales para que la circulación de libros no se demore en 
demasía. Manténgase atento. 
 

Nuestra más sincera gratitud por su alianza con nosotros y por darnos la confianza de estar con sus hijos. 
Realmente estamos todos muy ilusionados con el año, que esperamos sea fabuloso. Mi compromiso es 
asegurarles que sus hijos, todos ellos, tengan un hermoso año lleno de aprendizaje y disfrute. 
 

Juan Melián 
Principal 
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         Curriculum Matters  

 

 
 

Welcome to a new year, a new building, and for many 

families, a new school! We hope you will join us this 

evening (Pre-K through grade 1), and next Thursday, 

September 15th (grades 2 through 5) for our Open 

House/Curriculum Nights. We invite every family to 

partner with us, and become fully engaged in the 

experience that Charter Oak International Academy 

offers. 
 

At Charter Oak International Academy, our International 

Baccalaureate (IB) philosophy acts as a lens through 

which we teach the curriculum. During Curriculum 

Night, we will share the curriculum at each grade level, 

so you can become familiar with the concepts and skills 

your child will be learning. You will also hear about the 

elements of the IB philosophy, and how these elements 

enrich the learning of all students in all aspects of their 

learning. 
 

 We have created Units of Study at each grade level, 

that encourage children to engage in meaningful 

ways with the content, connecting what they are 

learning with other disciplines and to current world 

issues. 

 

 In doing so, we challenge our students to inquire and 

think deeply about their world through exploration 

of change, causation, connections, responsibilities, 

and other concepts. 

 

 Connections to meaningful world issues also give 

purpose to how children approach new learning -- 

how they acquire and synthesize knowledge; how 

they apply their knowledge to new situations; how 

they communicate and collaborate with others; how 

they become more responsible and effective in their 

own learning; and ultimately, how they act upon 

what they have learned. 

 

 Technology can open the world to students through 

culturally diverse characters in fiction, informational 

research opportunities, and accessing opinions and 

perspectives through communication with other 

students and experts.  Our technology is also used to 

capture student thinking and creativity. 

 

 

Join us 
as Charter Oak celebrates the 

 
International Day of Peace 

Flagpole 
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

8:30a.m. 
We encourage you to wear white. 

 

 Charter Oak teachers challenge students to inquire 

about their world and to build strong identities. We 

support students in developing personal, social and 

physical aspects of themselves. We understand that 

our own cultures shape who we are and how we 

interact with our environment. Through our Units of 

Study, children integrate their own cultures and 

those of their classmates, gaining perspective into 

others’ cultures, languages, and values. This 

encourages understanding and respect as children 

learn to look beyond culture and to know each other 

as individuals with unique talents, interests, and 

backgrounds. 

 

     As IB educators, we work hard to know each child as 

a unique learner with their own styles and needs. We 

advocate for all children and differentiate to meet their 

needs, while encouraging them to become active and 

responsible learners. In this goal for all of our students, 

we are partners! 
 

Join us for our Curriculum Nights and throughout the 

year, working alongside your child’s teacher.  There are 

many opportunities to volunteer in your child’s 

classroom and through our wonderful PTO at numerous 

special events throughout the year.  Welcome to Charter 

Oak! 
 

Kate Jerram, 

Curriculum Specialist  
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  SAVE THE DATE 

 
 

 

Thursday, September 15, 2016 

Curriculum Night - Gr. 2-5 

6:15 - 7:45 pm 

 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 

Coffee Pond Pictures 

Courtyard 

 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

International Day of Peace 

8:30 a.m. - Flagpole   

 

Monday, September 26, 2016 

STAR Assembly  

PK, K  and Gr. 1:  2:00 - 2:30 

Gr. 2 - 5:  2:45 - 3:15   

 

     

Thursday, September 29, 2016 

Ice Cream Social 

Playground 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 

Monday, October 3, 2016 

Rosh Hashanah - NO SCHOOL 

 

 

Monday, October 10 - Wednesday, October 12 

Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL 

School reopens on Thursday, October 13, 2016 

 

 

 

What’s Cooking At  

The FRC? 
 

 
Welcome and welcome back everyone! We are thrilled 

to be in our beautiful, new space in Room 150. 

     The coffee pot is working and the chairs are very 

comfortable. Please stop in and say hello when you have 

the chance.  

     Early Learning Playgroups for children ages birth 

through four accompanied by a parent or caregiver 

begin on Tuesday, September 20. Please bring your 

little one and join us from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM for 

crafts, play, stories, songs and snacks.  All West 

Hartford residents are welcome to participate in both 

Tuesday and Thursday morning playgroups, and there is 

no fee to attend. Our Early Learning Playgroups at other 

schools in town will begin the first week in October. 

     English for Families, our partnership class with 

West Hartford Adult Education, begins on Monday, 

September 26 and will meet on Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday mornings from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM in the 

FRC. If you know someone who would like to learn to 

speak English in a warm and relaxed atmosphere send 

them our way. Children, ages 2 years through 4, are 

welcome to attend with their adults and learning 

activities especially for them are provided by the FRC 

staff during class.  

     New this year at the FRC! We will be providing care 

both before and after school for 3 and 4 year olds 

who are attending preschool at Charter Oak. This child 

care program called PEACE Place will follow the 

school calendar and will be open from 7:30 AM to 8:30 

AM each morning and until 5:30 PM every afternoon. 

Registration is required, class size is limited and there is 

a monthly tuition charge. Stop in and talk to us about the 

details.  

     The first Friday of each month, the FRC is delighted 

to partner with the PTO and host Principal’s Coffee.  

Refreshments are provided and kids are welcome. The 

first principal’s coffee was on Friday, September, 2 at 

8:40 AM in the FRC and continues every month. Join us 

for conversation with Mr. Melian as we take a look at 

the year ahead.  

 

             From The Nurse’s Room 

Welcome back for another wonderful year!  This is 

just a reminder to all Charter Oak parents to please 

send in a change of clothing for your child to keep 

in his/her locker.  Include a shirt, pair of pants or 

sweatpants, underwear and socks.  Thank you! 

Mrs. McCormick 

Nurse 

 



VACANT SEAT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION START DATE: 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2016 

 

     The West Hartford Public Schools vacant seat 

program utilizes available space on school buses.  

This program allows students to ride buses, where 

space is available, who under the West Hartford 

Public Schools Transportation policy are not 

eligible for transportation.  No additional bus 

stops are added to the routes for this program. 
Interested parents should contact the West 

Hartford Public Schools Transportation Office at 

(860) 561-6647 for additional information on or 

after October 3rd.  Requests are taken in this 

office by telephone on a first come, first served 

basis starting at 8:00 am.  

Student Activities: 
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Date/Event           Time                Location   

 

 

 

Thursday, 9/15 

Gr. 2-5 Curriculum Night  6:15 p.m.        Various Rooms 

 

Monday 9/19 

Orchestra - Gr. 5   7:45                Instrument Room

   

Tuesday 9/20 

Coffee Pond Pictures  Various          Courtyard 

                                                       

Wednesday 9/21 

Peace Day Celebration  8:30                Flagpole 

Band - Gr. 5   7:45        Instrument Room

     

 

 

                                                      
   

Welcome from the Literacy Center 

 

Welcome back to school!  The Literacy Center at 

Charter Oak is excited to have a new and beautiful 

space to work with students.  You can find us in our 

suite in room 143.  We are here to support the students 

at Charter Oak and also the parents.  If you have any 

questions about how you can support your child with 

literacy at home, we would be happy to talk with you 

and give you some great ideas.  We appreciate all you 

do to build your child’s love of reading.  Please feel 

free to give us a call (860-233-8506) or send us an 

email anytime.  We are looking forward to another 

great year supporting the families at Charter Oak.  

Happy reading! 

Your Literacy Team, 

Mrs. Marcie Redden – Reading Specialist  

Mrs. Leigh Eppinger – Early Intervention Teacher 

Mrs. Barbara McBrien – Early Intervention Tutor 

Mrs. Gar Maloney – Literacy Tutor 

 

 

Kindergarten News: 

 

 

 

The first few days of school have been a success.   

Students have been learning routines and procedures 

which are crucial to a great year.  They have created 

classroom rules which are called “Essential Agreements” 

and children are learning how to communicate with their 

new friends. We look forward to getting to know each 

family and working together to ensure a wonderful year. 

The Kindergarten Team: 

Mrs. Cool 

Ms. Felicissimo 

Mrs. Habif 

Mrs. Salerno 
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                  ELC Lottery Applications 

 

The Early Learning Center at Whiting Lane School 

and Aiken Elementary School is now accepting 

applications for the 2017-2018 school year.  The 

program is family centered and has half day 

sessions that meet four days a week.  A lottery will 

be conducted in January. 

To be considered for the program, children must be 

three years old by September 1, 2017, toilet-trained 

by the start of the school year and exhibit age-

appropriate language, social and play skills. All 

applicants must participate in a play-based 

screening prior to being considered for the lottery 

selection.  

If you are interested, please contact Pam Macca at 

(860) 233-1455.  The application process will close 

on November 30, 2016.   

 

 
 

Helping With Homework  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the beginning of a new school year and grade 

level, many parents wonder how to support their 

child with their academic growth and successful 

homework completion.  Here are some suggestions 

for parents and families… 

Don’t do the homework for your child. Most 

teachers use homework to find out what the child 

knows, to provide repeated practice, or to extend 

classroom learning. It’s important for teachers to 

see what concepts students are still struggling 

with and/or have mastered.  As challenging as it 

can be, try to refrain from providing children with 

the correct responses or completing the 

assignment for them.  It’s okay for a child to 

make mistakes, and it helps teachers in 

understanding what topics need to be retaught, 

explained or focused on. 

Establish a Homework Routine.  Set up a good 

space to work, and discuss what a homework 

routine will look like at your home.  Some 

families prefer to have children complete all of 

their homework at one time, or you might 

consider breaking up tasks into chunks. 

Remember, while some children do best work at 

the kitchen table with silence, others might like to 

be in their bedroom with background noise or 

music.  Establish a routine that works best for 

your family to ensure your child’s success.   

Don’t hover — but stay close by. Keep in mind 

that it’s their homework, not yours, but remain 

available in case you are needed.   If your child 

asks a question that you don’t know the answer 

to, that’s okay! Send your child’s teacher an 

email or write the question on the work.  As 

educators we don’t expect everyone to have all 

the answers, we’re still learners too! 

Let the teacher know if you gave your child a 

lot of homework help. “If your child needs extra 

help or truly doesn’t understand something, let 

the teacher know. Write on the assignment, ‘done 

with parental help,’ or write a separate note,” 

advises Michael Thompson, Ph.D.   We 

appreciate hearing how the work is going so we 

can make modifications to support your child.  If 

it was too hard or too long, let us know!   

 

Ms. Melissa Caballero 

Resource Teacher 

 



 

 

 

 

It’s a Great Time to Get Involved! 
 

Join us … 
 

Monday, September 12th, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Noah Webster Library (20 South Main Street) 

Meeting Room on Lower Level 
 

Dinner provided, childcare available by request. 
 RSVP to whgreatby8@gmail.com 

 

Who We Are:  
 

Parents, Educators, Health Professionals, 
 and Committed Community Members 

 
About Us:  

Great by 8, West Hartford’s early childhood 
collaborative, engages and connects West 
Hartford families to resources and services 

creating a community where young children 
thrive.   

We strive to ensure that every young child in 
West Hartford, in every family, in every 

school, is healthy, engaged and supported. 

Focus Areas: 
 

Quality Care for Infants & Toddlers 
 

Developmentally Appropriate Pre-K  
 

Social & Emotional Health of Elementary 
Children 

  
Co-Creating Equity  

 
Family Support & Quality Out-of-School  

Experiences 
 


