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Dear Charter Oak Families: 

 

This week our families will have another opportunity to see, reflect upon, and enjoy our students’ work as IB 

learners. Our teachers and students have put together a great number of interactive presentations displayed 

throughout the building turning our school into a wonderful showcase where process and products of each 

grade’s IB unit are explained. So make sure you come celebrate the 2017 Charter Oak International Academy 

Inquiry Gallery. 

 

As you come into the building, you will have another chance to enjoy this year’s Art Show. My most sincere 

gratitude to our Art Team, led by Mrs. Penelope Drown, and our volunteer parents for all their  hard work in 

making sure that every single Charter Oak student had their art pieces displayed. Their work transformed the 

building into a vibrant, inspiring and colorful place. The timing could not have been better! 

 

As you might know, last week we held a great discussion regarding our new building. Parents and staff got 

together to talk about the New Charter Oak. We paused to think about the things that are working well in the 

new building and we shared ideas on how to continue making the new building the welcoming, exciting, and 

beautiful place that we all envision. What are some of the things that we can do together to make sure that the 

new building reflects and supports Charter Oak as an IB school? How can we make it feel more international, 

more engaging, more supportive of the type of education we believe in? How can we make it an even better 

place for our children, the Charter Oak families, the staff, and the community?  We already received a lot of 

great ideas. 

 

If you did not have a chance to join this conversation you can still contribute by going to the following link 

where you can give us your thoughts on the school’s appearance, ways to use the building better, ways to 

strengthen our sense of community, suggestions on logistical and practical matters. As we gather everybody’s 

ideas we will take the next steps in the very near future. 

 

Here is the link: https://goo.gl/forms/sql4JPtBZhQFNmWD3. 

 

On behalf of our entire staff, I’d like to wish all of you a wonderful April break. My best wishes of a safe, 

rewarding, fun time for our families. A lot will come after the break! Stay tuned! 

 

 

 

 

Juan Melián 

Principal  

 

https://goo.gl/forms/sql4JPtBZhQFNmWD3
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Queridas Familias de Charter Oak: 

 

Esta semana tendremos otra oportunidad de ver, reflexionar y disfrutar del trabajo de nuestros alumnos 

como estudiantes IB. Nuestros profesores y estudiantes han preparado un número notable de actividades 

interactivas por todo el edificio convirtiendo nuestra escuela en una galería maravillosa donde explicamos 

las unidades de estudio de IB para cada grado. Asegúrense de venir y disfrutar de Nuestra Galería 

Inquisitiva para el Año 2017. 

 

Al venir a la escuela tendrán otra ocasión de disfrutar del Show de Arte de este año. Mi más sincera 

gratitud a nuestro Equipo de Arte, liderado por la Señora Drown, y a nuestros padres voluntarios por todo 

el trabajo hecho asegurándose de que cada estudiante tuviera una pieza de arte en exhibición. Su trabajo 

transformó nuestro edificio en un lugar vibrante y lleno de color e inspiración. Y esto ocurrió en un 

momento perfecto. 

 

Como probablemente sabrán, la semana pasada tuvimos una conversación realmente interesante sobre la 

nueva escuela. Nuestras familias y el personal de la escuela nos juntamos para hablar sobre el nuevo 

Charter Oak. Nos detuvimos a hablar sobre las cosas que van bien en el nuevo edificio y compartimos 

ideas sobre cómo podemos hacer de Charter Oak el lugar que todos nos imaginamos, un lugar que da la 

bienvenida a todos, hermoso y vibrante. ¿Qué podemos hacer para que el nuevo edificio refleje y ayude a 

hacer de él una escuela con un sabor internacional, que invite a la participación de todos, que nos ayude a 

que desarrollemos la idea de educación que tenemos? ¿Cómo podemos hacer de nuestra escuela un lugar 

incluso mejor para nuestros niños, nuestras familias, nuestros profesionales y nuestra comunidad? Ya 

hemos recibido ideas muy buenas. 

 

Si no tuvo la oportunidad de participar en este evento todavía tiene la ocasión de hacerlo visitando el 

enlace a continuación. Ahí podrá darnos ideas sobre decoración de la escuela, formas de utilizar mejor el 

edificio, formas de fortalecer nuestro sentido de comunidad, sugerencias logísticas y prácticas. Una vez 

que tengamos toda esta información daremos los siguientes pasos. Aquí está el enlace: https://goo.gl/

forms/sql4JPtBZhQFNmWD3. 

 

En nombre de todos nosotros, les querría desear unas maravillosas vacaciones de abril, llenas de alegría, 

paz y diversión para todas nuestras familias. Después de ellas tendremos mucho que compartir. 

Manténganse conectados. 

 

 

 

 

 

Juan Melián 

Principal  

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/sql4JPtBZhQFNmWD3
https://goo.gl/forms/sql4JPtBZhQFNmWD3
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         Join us for Exhibition 2017! 
 

 

In the final year of the PYP, students carry out an 

extended, in-depth, collaborative project known as 

the PYP exhibition. This involves students working 

in groups to conduct an inquiry into real life issues 

or problems.  Our fifth graders have been reading 

about and discussing current events, and have 

selected the following topics for their Exhibition 

inquiries: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Student groups  have begun brainstorming 

questions they have about their topic as they 

investigate a variety of resources.  They have sorted 

their questions according to key concepts : 

Causation, Change, Connection, Form, Function, 

Perspective, Responsibility and Reflection.  The next 

step will be to identify those key concepts that are 

the most relevant to these topics.  These will be used 

to create the central idea-- a statement that is an 

enduring understanding,  relates and connects 

concepts and transfers through time and across 

cultures--for the 2017 exhibition.   Students will then 

work together to create a tagline and a logo to be 

used on t-shirts and promotional materials.   

 

     Exhibition is also a school-wide celebration of 

our fifth graders so we invite everyone to become 

involved.  One way is to share information with our 

students.  If you have a personal or professional 

connection to any of the topics, or know someone 

who does, please let us know.  We find that the most 

powerful research for our students is contact with 

people who are knowledgeable and passionate about 

their topics.  Another way to help is to engage fifth 

graders in conversations about their work--they love 

to share their learning.  This is hard work and by 

showing interest and encouragement, you can help 

students see its relevance. Lastly, please join us to see 

final projects on Monday, June 12th--either during the 

day or evening sessions.  More information will 

follow. 
 

Kirsten Sanderson 

IB Coordinator 

kirsten_sanderson@whps.org 

(860) 233-8506 x5563 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Alert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

            If you have a child who is eligible to enter 

Kindergarten in the fall of 2017 (five years of age  on 

or before 1-1-18), please call the school office at   

860-233-8506 as soon as possible.  We would like to 

add your child’s name to our incoming kindergarten 

list.  

 

 

Kindergarten Parent Orientation 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Charter Oak International Academy 

Auditorium and Kindergarten Classrooms 

 Refugees  Siblings 

 LGBTQ  Homeschooling 

 Automation  Global Literacy 

mailto:kirsten_sanderson@whps.org
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The Inquiry Gallery 

ESSENTIAL 

AGREEMENTS 

I will be confident about sharing my work.  

 Invite people over 

 Introduce myself 

 Explain what I’ve done 

 Be enthusiastic about the work 

 

I will be open-minded and respectful when 

viewing the work of others. 

 Ask questions 

 Listen to the presenters 

 Keep my hands to myself 

 

I will use appropriate self-management skills. 

 Walk in the halls 

 Inside voice 

 Stay with my parents 

I will celebrate the work that I have done – and 

the work of my peers. 

INQUIRY GALLERY 

 

 

 

 

TONIGHT !! 

 

April 6, 2017 

 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

 

Charter Oak  

International Academy 
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Last Call For Your Old Sneakers!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Florence’s 3rd Grade 

Class is seeking your old sneakers 

For the “Soles4Souls” program. 

Collections boxes have been set up in the main lobby 

and by the Oakwood Avenue entrance near 

the library.  Planning to buy new sneakers for spring?   

The class will be collecting the sneakers  

until April vacation.   

LOST AND FOUND 

 Our lost and found is now located 

underneath the staircase in the center 

hallway near the office.  Please check for 

any missing items your child may have 

lost.  Each Friday afternoon, any 

unclaimed items will be donated to 

charity.   

 

 

Attention 5th Grade Parents:  

 

Save the Date 

 
 

Parent Information Night regarding 

the 5th Grade Human Growth and 

Development unit 

Thursday, May 4th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 

pm  

Town Hall Auditorium 

 

More information to come home 

after April Break! 
 

Suzuki Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-Kindergarten - Gr. 3 

 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 

 

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Charter Oak International Academy 

Auditorium 
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"Public Act 16-189” 

 

We believe that it is vital for all students in West 

Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and 

effectively use digital tools that empower them in 

all phases of the learning process, including 

research, problem solving, content creation, 

communication, and collaboration. We also believe 

that we must be committed at all times to protecting 

students' privacy and providing them with a 

powerful and safe educational experience. To that 

end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the 

legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote 

the safety and security of all students and staff. 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we 

update online programs used within the district that 

house student data. The programs may be used 

district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms.  

The list will be updated each time the district enters 

into a new contract where student data is housed. 

For more information on the specifics of Public Act 

16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit 

www.whps.org/pa189. 

 

 

 

DATE                     TIME                LOCATION     

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 4/6 

INQUIRY GALLERY 

 

Friday, 4/7 

Principal’s Coffee 
 
Monday, 4/10 - Friday 4/14 
VACATION WEEK 
NO SCHOOL 
 
Monday 4/17 
Orchestra - Gr. 5 
Monday Mindfulness 
Gr. 5 Exhibition 
 
Tuesday,  4/18 
Band - Gr. 4 
Gr. 5 Field Trip 
 
Wednesday, 4/19 
Band - Gr. 5 
 
Thursday, 4/20 
Chorus - Gr. 4&5 
Orchestra - Gr. 4 
Gr. 1 Field Trip 
Gr. 3 Field Trip 
PTO Meeting 
 
 
 

 
6:30 pm 
 
 
 
8:40 
 
 

 

 

7:45 

8:00 

1:30 

 

7:45 

8:30 

 

 

7:45 

 
8:00 
12:45 
9:00 
9:30 
6:00 p.m. 
 

 
Various Rooms 

 

 
FRC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instrumental Room 
Auditorium 
Cafeteria 
 
 
Instrumental Room 
UCONN 

 

Instrumental Room 

 
Music Room 
Instrumental Room 
Forest Park Zoo 
Conard H. S.  
Media Center 
 
 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

SPRING RECESS 

 

 

 

 

Monday, April 10 - Friday, April 14 

NO SCHOOL 

 

School will reopen on 

Monday, April 17, 2017 

Have  

A 

Wonderful  

And  

Restful 

Break! 

http://www.whps.org/pa189
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Sometimes children struggle getting started 

writing.  You can help your child get their thoughts 

together and plan out what to say through 

discussions and outlines.  Sticky notes are a great 

tool for writing down notes and rearranging in a 

thoughtful way. 
 

For more information about kids and writing visit 

www.readingrockets.org 

Marcie Redden 

Reading Specialist 
 

 

 

 

STAR STUDENTS 

 

Congratulations to the following students 

Who were Charter Oak International Academy 

STARS for the month of March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News From the Literacy Center 

 

Developing Writing and Spelling at Home 

 
When children are engaged in writing, they are 

learning to organize ideas and express thoughts and 

creativity. Learning to write helps children become 

better readers as well.  At home, children mimic 

what they see around them; adults making lists, 

notes, text messaging.  They see how writing is 

used in our everyday lives.  Here are some 

suggestions that will engage your child in writing at 

home: 
 

1. Write instructions for taking care of a family  

 pet. 

 

2.   Write a letter or thank you note to a relative 

 or friend.  Have your child talk through what 

 he/she wants to say before they begin. 

 

3.   Make shopping lists. 

 

4.   Write an online review of a book or item 

 you recently purchased. 

 

5. Find a picture in the newspaper and write an 

article to go with it. 

 

 6.  Start keeping a personal diary or baby book    

 for a younger sibling. 

 
 

     Sometimes children may be reluctant to write 

because of the physical act of writing.  Materials 

such as wide lined paper, whiteboards, or keyboards 

will help kids line up and space their letters and 

allow easy erasing and/or editing. 
 

     Sometimes kids are worried about spelling every 

word correctly.  They may only use a small group 

of words they can spell or avoid writing 

altogether.  “Invented spelling” by younger students 

shows us what a child understands about written 

language.   

Hunter B. 

Emma D. 

Nicholas D. 

Haylee D. 

Jude E-S. 

Emily F. 

Kelly F. 

Liam G-C.  

Jade G.  

Arianna G. 

Hadley H-M. 

Portia H.   

Adelaide H. 

Ruby H.  

Sandy I.  

Emily L. 

Nate M.  

Sophia M. 

Sarah P. 

Ariel R. 

Jalyn S. 

Kai S. 

Aly Z. 

Ava Z. 

 

http://www.readingrockets.org
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NEWS FROM KINDERGARTEN 

 

     Kindergarten recently visited Auer Farm in 

Bloomfield.  We had so much fun learning about 

how maple syrup is made.  There is a special way of 

identifying sugar maple trees.  Make the number 2 

with your fingers and spread them to make them 

look like the letter V.  Try to spot trees whose 

trunks look like V’s.  Did you know it takes 40 

gallon of sap to make 1 gallon of syrup? Wow! We 

got to make delicious pancakes and tasted sweet 

homemade maple syrup. Students also paid a visit 

to the farm animals. It was a great time! 
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 News from the Gym 

 

 

 

All of our students from Prek-Grade 5 recently 

completed one of our favorite units of the year, 

Educational Gymnastics. This learning includes 

climbing, hanging and learning to support the body 

in a variety of ways using our fantastic gymnastics 

apparatus. The West Hartford Physical Education 

Department is fortunate to have this part of the 

curriculum. It allows students to improve strength, 

and body awareness is a fun and  creative way. Ask 

your child about her/his favorite activities in 

educational gymnastics and watch the smile appear.  

 

 

 

 

MOVING OR CHANGING SCHOOLS? 

     If you have moved or are planning on moving 

to another address, it is necessary to contact the  

Residency Office and inform them of your new 

address.  You may reach them by calling (860) 

561-6620 or stop by their office at the Town 

Hall.  

DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 

     Changes in dismissal plans do occur.  Please make 

every effort to contact your teacher(s) with any changes.   

     Students must leave school grounds immediately each 

afternoon, unless accompanied by an adult, as schools are 

not responsible for supervision of children after dismissal.  

Children will: 

 Take the bus home. 

 Walk home with written permission from parents. 

 Be picked up promptly by parent or designated adult.   

ATTENDANCE 

If your child(ren) will be absent or tardy from 

school, please call our school office at 

(860) 233-8506. 

 If you are put into our voicemail system, press 

1 to leave a recorded message. Please include 

the reason for the absence.  This procedure will 

eliminate incorrect absence reporting as well as 

unnecessary phone calls to your home.   

 

 

Please clip Box Tops and  

drop them into the containers in the office. 

These earn money for our school.   

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Family Cultural Fun Day 

 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 

 

9:30-1:00 

 

Gymnasium, Cafeteria & Auditorium 



10 THE GLOBE   

 

What’s Cooking at the FRC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    It  might have been a Saturday, but more than 200 

members of the COIA community packed our school 

for the FRC's Family Academy on  March 25. 

Families explored how maple syrup is made, learned 

about the benefits of composting, rocked the house 

with drumming, experimented with bubbles and 

origami, built bridges, planned gardens, crafted 

Cherry Blossoms and performed in Readers 

Theater. We were all thinkers and inquirers.   

 

 

Deborah Zipkin 

FRC Director 
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Scenes From  

Shakespeare's Midsummer Dream 
 

 
     Even a blizzard couldn't stop our 55 cast and crew 

members from taking to the stage for the annual 

Charter Oak/FRC musical.  "Shakespeare's 

Midsummer Dream" was a rousing success and the 

audience gave our performers a standing ovation. 

Kudos to the kids, families and our friends from 

Children's Stage Adventures.  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Charter Oak International Academy Presents 
 

The Inquiry Gallery 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 

6:30-7:30pm 
 

Celebrate the work of Charter Oak’s internationally-minded students. 

Enjoy touring the school, which will be transformed into an “Inquiry Gallery.”                   

Students will share both process and product from their IB units. They will make connections to 

the IB learner profiles, attitudes, approaches to learning, and key concepts; and demonstrate 

the knowledge they’ve gained from inquiries into the six IB transdisciplinary themes: 

 Who We Are   Where We Are In Place and Time 

 How the World Works  How We Organize Ourselves 

 Sharing the Planet  How We Express Ourselves 

 

Student performances and demonstrations will be held throughout the school. 

 Locations and times will follow.  

 

“Truly wonderful the mind of a child is.” 
          YODA, Star Wars Episode II 

 



Sedgwick Middle School 
Drama Club 
Presents 

 
 

 
 

 



Be a Part of the COIA 

Cultural Day Potluck Luncheon  

Saturday, April 29th  

 
We invite families to share a dish that can feed 8-10 people and represents                           

their culture at our Cultural Celebration Potluck Luncheon. You can drop                   

off food at the Charter Oak cafeteria on Sat. 4/29 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 

 

Please return this form to your child's teacher by Wednesday, April  19th. 
Questions? Contact Maureen at maureensc36@gmail.com or (860) 977-4162.  

We hope to see you at the Cultural Celebration Day! 
 

 

Student’s name:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent’s name:_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Contact phone and / or email:________________________________________ 

 

 

Name of dish:______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Which country / culture does your dish represent?:_____________________ 

 

 

Does it contain nuts?  Yes / No                Is it vegetarian?  Yes / No 

 

 

___ I can help to set up, clean up and / or serve food (circle one or more) 

 

 



Join us for the 

2017 Cultural Day Celebration: I.B.Olympics 

at Charter Oak International Academy  

Saturday, April 29th: 9:30 am to 1 pm. 
 

 
Schedule of events: 

9:30-11:00: Let the games begin!  Join us in the Olympic Stadium GYM  for culturally 
and I.B. based activities from over 22 countries 
11:00-Noon: Student & family athletes take a break in the Olympic Village Auditorium 
to enjoy the Tanglewood Marionettes perform “The Dragon King ” set in Ancient China. 

 
Noon-1 pm: Athletes must feed their brains and bodies!  Head to the Olympic 
Cafeteria  where there will be an International Food potluck and river rock painting to 
create our future Global Garden. 
 

In Attendance: 
Russia - Japan - El Salvador - Mexico - Senegal - Portugal - African American Culture Thailand - 

Argentina - Germany - Scotland - Ireland - Hungary - France - Guatemala Spain - Lebanon - 
Dominican Republic - Brazil - Puerto Rico - Greece - Colombia - Norway 



EMBRACING POSSIBILITY FOR  
MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS:
A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT COMPASSION 
& EDUCATION 

Thursday, May 11 at 7pm
Box office and doors open at 6pm

Roberts Theater
Kingswood Oxford School
West Hartford

Advance reservations recommended. Seating is limited. Order online today: JFSHartford.org/tickets

Embrace-A-Child. Embrace-A-Family.
The financial and emotional strain on a family can be overwhelming when faced with ongoing challenges of mental 
health. The Embrace-A-Family initiative is an opportunity to help alleviate these barriers and subsidize basic 
human needs, for a JFS client family who is less fortunate.

For more information: 860-236-1927 • JFSHartford.org
Embrace a child $500

Embrace a family $1800 

STOP THE STIGMA.

Thank You Corporate & Community Partners

With special guests:

Jenna Bush Hager • Evan Fox, MD • Karin Stahl • Risa Sugarman

General Admission: $25
Reserved Seat  
and Meet & Greet: $118
Reception 5:30 - 6:30pm

Vernon D. and Florence E. Roosa  
Family Foundation Memorial Fund at

Media Sponsor



 

        

     SUMMER WHEE 
Summer WHEE is the place to be!  WHEE offers 

special activities, arts and crafts, super fun field 

trips, pool time fun, and lasting memories!   
  

Summer WHEE registration is now open!  The eight-

week summer program will be held at Smith School.  

Families can sign up for as many weeks as they need.  

Fulltime and half day rates are available.   
 

 

 

 

 

For more information please call, 

860-929-5573 or email, wheeco425@gmail.com 


